
December 13, 2016 

A Bucketful 
of News... 

 
 
 
 

 

Francis T. Bresnahan School  
 333 High Street Newburyport, MA 01950 

Important 

Dates: 
December 13 
Grade 1 Field Trip to 
Firehouse Center for 
the Arts 

 
December 15 
PTO-Sponsored 
Cultural Event: 
Tangelewood 
Marionettes for PK/K 

 
December 19 
Grade 2 Field Trip  to 
Museum of Science  

 
December 22 
Full day of school. 
All School Pajama 
Day, Last day of 
school before the 
holiday vacation.  

Principally  Speaking… 
Yesterday’s storm solidified that the winter weather has 

arrived.  It is always a challenge to make a decison about 
whether to delay or close school due to inclement weather. 
There are many factors to consider- the multiple school 
arrival times, employees commuting from outside our 
community to work where the weather conditions may be 
more severe and the ability to our maintenance and custodial 
staff to ensure that the school grounds are safe.  On days of inclement weather, we rely on 
the superintendent to make a decision and notify parents through our Blackboard Connect 
messaging system. These are the emails that you receive that contain the title:  A Message 
from the Newburyport Public Schools   or A Message from the Bresnahan Elementary 
School.  In order to recieve phone calls and emails from the school you must have accurate 
and up to date information in our student database- Aspen X2.   Please take a moment to 
check your contact information under your child’s account. You may do so by logging on to 
the parent portal with your username and password at 
http://www.newburyport.k12.ma.us/District/Parents/Family-Portal/index.html. If you 
don’t have a login and password or you have forgotten your username and password, please 
email rt-x2@rt.newburyport.k12.ma.us.  

There was some confusion yesterday about how the delayed opening affected our preschool 
and kindergarten students.  Going forward, a delayed opening will state: 
 
No School for half day kindergarten students.  Full day kindergarten students should report 
at the delayed start time.  
  
No School for 4 Day AM preschool students.  Extended learning and full day preschool 
students should report at the delayed start time.  PM preschool students should report at 
their regular time. 
 
Delays and school closings are also listed on the district website at 
www.newburyport.k12.ma.us. Usually there is a red alert posted that runs across the top of 
the homepage with the announcement. Additional information about our policy for posting 
delays or closings can be found by going to the district website, clicking on the district top 
tab, opening the link for Emergency Information,   and choosing Weather Delayed 
Openings.   Here is the information  you will find there: 

 

http://www.newburyport.k12.ma.us/District/Parents/Family-Portal/index.html
http://www.newburyport.k12.ma.us/


 
 
PTO-Sponsored Staff 
Cookie Swap 

 
 
December 23- 
January 2 
Holiday Break 

 
 
January 3 
Classes Resume 
 

January 9 
Crazy Hat Day 
 

School Council 
Meeting, 3:15 p.m. 
Bresnahan Library  
 

January 13 
Early Release 
Dismissal Times: 
Preschool:  11:15 AM 
K-Grade 3: 11:40 AM 
No PM Preschool  
 

January 16 
No School, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day 
Observance 
 
January 17 
Coffee with the 
Principals, 3:15 - 4:15 

CLOSED OR DELAYED OPENING OF SCHOOL PROCEDURE 

The District Web Site posts school closings and delayed openings by 6:00 a.m. unless there 
is a technical difficulty.  Boston T.V. is the most reliable source. 

Radio and Television Stations Announcing School Closing: 

Station    Radio/TV    Notes  

Channel 4    TV    Boston  

Channel 5    TV    Boston  

Channel 7    TV    Boston  

Fox 25    TV    Boston  

WBZ (am 1030)    Radio    Boston  

WNBP (AM 1450)    Radio    Newburyport  

Comcast Broadband Channel 9    TV    Newburyport  

Delayed Opening of Schools 

The buses will operate two hours later than their normal schedule.  Schools will be 
dismissed at the usual time.  Half day Kindergarten will be cancelled on “delayed opening” 
days. 
 
When schools are not canceled or delayed, we expect children to be present.  However, 
parents are invited to exercise their own judgment on the basis of individual situations. 
 
Once school is in session it is very unlikely that we will dismiss early, because it is difficult 
to assure that there will be supervision at home for all children.  If an early dismissal is 
required, we rely on the information you have provided on the student information card. 
Afternoon preschool will be cancelled if worsening conditions warrant. Check Boston TV 
stations and the District Web Site. 
 
If you have not provided your school with the proper emergency information needed such 
as a parents’ (work and home) family members’ or friends’ telephone numbers to be used in 
an emergency situation, please forward that information immediately to your child’s office.  
 
Warmly,  

 Amy B. Sullivan       Kristina Davis          Karina Mascia 
Principal of PK/K                 Principal of 1-3                        Assistant Principal 
 

 
Kindergarten students have explored the use of color and pattern          
when creating artwork on their gingerbread houses. Students learn         
how creating a work of art requires critical thinking skills of imagine,            
examine, perceive, explore. Within the creative process the students         
worked with color and pattern using thin oil craypas. Students began           
this process creating designs on a gingerbread school house. They          
learned the process of Create/ Reflect/Revise/Share. Students then        
created their ideas using paint pens on the cut out canvas of the             
house to transform it into their gingerbread house! 

 



https://www.newburyportef.org/what-we-do/tributes/teacher-tribute/

